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HI,

There was great discussion this past week in Canada about our new, former activist,

environment minister, especially now in the lead up to COP26 that started this week. I

hope you are following it, there are many very interesting things taking place every

day. And since Canada has been such a laggard and poor environmental performer,

especially with respect to fossil fuel extraction and transport (but also forestry) our

new guy on the block has a Herculean task ahead of him. Canada both in gross terms

and per capita is one of the very worst CO2 emitters in the world, first among the G7

in subsidizing the oil and gas industry, and generally a blow out with a giant rhetorical

façade – all talk and little action. Hopefully, we’ll hear good news at the conference in

Glasgow that will finally put Canada onto a path being demanded by a majority of

Canadians. My country has suffered such a decline in international profile and

reputation in the last few years. It’s my hope that we can again put forward actions

that will inspire and be effective. We need new policy, legislation and direction that

will unite everyone to make Canada a better place, a better team player, now and in

the future. We need the chance again to be proud of our international actions.

I’ll be soon on my way to Glasgow and look forward to reporting back on any

Canadian achievements (you might remember Canada has been a perennial winner

of the ‘fossil award’ in the past) and those of other countries, leaders and

organizations. Now is certainly the time when responsible leadership is needed more

than ever. We’re not on the eve of a world war, but on the ever endangering eve of

continued destruction of Earth’s beautiful and wonderful systems of sustainability

and diversity. We’ve done so little in the past and now will hopefully be our time to

make good. By being sincere with promises, our government, private sector and all of
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us will take meaningful actions, no matter the size, that correct our direction. We have

good signals.

Do see below for the many interesting stories today in the Planetary Health Weekly

(#44 of the year), including:

FOLLOWING COP26: What is COP26? Here’s how global climate negotiations

work and what’s expected from the Glasgow summit, 

Past last call: public finance institutions are still bankrolling fossil fuels, 

President Xi declares end to Chinese support for new coal power abroad, 

Unextractable fossil fuels in a 1.5C world, 

Lessons from Zimbabwe’s tobacco farmers for the COP26 climate change

talks, 

Oil executives deny spreading disinformation about climate change, 

Catholic bishops in the US largely ignore the Pope’s concern about

climate change, 

Pre-COP26 appeal: action needed to heal our wounded humanity, 

China’s carbon neutral goal: can it really kick its coal addiction to achieve

its 2060 target? and 

Biden plan pledges ‘largest effort to combat climate change in US history,’

then 

CORONAVIRUS UPDATES: ‘Molecularly impossible’: Fauci blasts Rand Paul for

Covid lab theory, 

WHO unveils new 26-member panel to restart study of the pandemic’s

origins, 

A cancer survivor had the longest documented Covid-19 infection – here’s

what scientists learned, 

Costa Rica’s coronavirus measures for November 2021, 

Seeking Covid vaccines – Nicaraguans cross into Honduras, 

South Korea to donate 1.1 mln doses of AZ Covid-19 vaccine to Vietnam,

470,000 doses to Thailand, THEN 

How many climate disasters will today’s children face? 

Global farm subsidies drive emissions and undermine food system change, 

Rampant poaching forces elephants to evolve to not have tusks, 

Over 100+ groups urge global investors to stop financing, 

Coastal GasLink and LNG Canada, 

30 years polio-free: how the America’s global health milestone can help end

polio for good, 

World’s most powerful tidal turbine has started…

It’s time for leaders to tackle another deadly viral disease, 

Climate change leaves migrants vulnerable to slavery and human trafficking, 
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Canada’s connectivity gap leaving rural, remote and Indigenous communities

further behind, 

Quote on climate change action by the head of the Rocky Mountain Institute, 

Gamers Without Borders event points to promise of gaming for charity, 

How online conspiracy groups compare to cults (short video), 

Harry has a point (about the ongoing oil drilling in Kavango East, Namibia by

Canadian company ReconAfrica), 

Anti-fracking evidence collides with local culture for Appalachia residents, 

New book by John Doerr with Ryan Panchadsaram: “Speed & Scale: An Action

Plan for Solving Our Climate Crisis,” 

Is Western academia keeping up with Asia’s rise? and lastly ENDSHOTS of A Still

Beautiful But Cooling Autumn along Highway 632, south of

Rosseau, Ontario amid the latest Covid-19 stats and charts from Canada and

around the World.

Please keep reading. Until next week from Glasgow. Best, david

David Zakus, Editor and Publisher

Birthday Sunrise at Whitefish Lake, Seguin, Ontario

November 4, 2021

ON THE ROAD TO COP26 IN GLASGOW
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What is COP26? Here's how Global

Climate Negotiations Work and What's

Expected from the Glasgow Summit

  Credit:  U.N. Secretary-General António Guterres called the latest climate science findings a ‘code red for

humanity.’ UNFCCC

Over two weeks in November, world leaders and national negotiators will meet in Scotland
to discuss what to do about climate change. It’s a complex process that can be hard to
make sense of from the outside, but it’s how international law and institutions help solve
problems that no single country can fix on its own.

I worked for the United Nations for several years as a law and policy adviser and have
been involved in international negotiations. Here’s what’s happening behind closed doors
and why people are concerned that COP26 might not meet its goals. Read more at the

Guardian.

READ MORE CLIMATE CRISIS STORIES:
At Price of Oil: Past Last Call: G20 public finance institutions are still bankrolling

fossil fuels

At The Climate Change News: President Xi Declares End to Chinese Support for

New Coal Power Abroad

At Yahoo: Unextractable Fossil Fuels in a 1.5 °C World
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At All Africa: Lessons From Zimbabwe's Tobacco Farmers for the Cop26 Climate

Change Talks

At The Globe and Mail:  Oil Executives Deny Spreading Disinformation about

Climate Change

At Inside Climate News: Catholic Bishops in the US Largely Ignore the Pope’s

Concern About Climate Change, a New Study Finds

At Vatican News: Pre-COP26 Appeal: Action Needed to Heal our Wounded

Humanity

Early in October, Francis led 40 top global religious leaders representing Christian and
Muslim communities, Judaism, Hinduism, Sikhism, Buddhism and other faiths in signing
an urgent appeal to send to the participants of COP26.

At SCMP: China’s Carbon Neutral Goal: Can it Really Kick its Coal Addiction to

Achieve its 2060 Target?

At The Guardian: Biden Plan Pledges ‘Largest Effort to Combat Climate Change in

US History’

“We are going to get off the
sidelines of manufacturing solar panels and wind farms,” the
president said,
adding that the budget package will help double the number of electric cars
on US
roads within three years and provide 500,000 new charging stations for the
vehicles. “We are once again going to be the innovators. It’s a big deal.”

“The weather is not going to
get better, it’s going to get a heck of a lot worse,” Biden
continued. “It’s a
blinking code red for America and the world.”

SARS-CoV-2 & COVID-19 UPDATES

Source: Johns Hopkins University https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/ma...

Globally, as almost since the very beginning, the situation
continues very serious in many countries, especially those
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in central east Europe and the UK. It's somewhat better in
Canada this week.

Over the last week there were about 3 million new cases
and 48,000 deaths (both about the same). About 200
million people received a vaccine (down slightly), or an
average of some 30 million doses per day - impressive. In
the USA more than 1 million are getting vaccinated each
day. At this rate the world will need another 5 months to
achieve 75% coverage, though distribution continues to be
grossly distorted, favouring the rich countries. 

(See ENDSHOTS at the end of this newsletter for various COVID-19
charts and stats from Canada and around the world.)

"It is the plague in seemingly all sincerity." Bob Woodward

Molecularly Impossible’: Fauci Blasts

Rand Paul for Covid Lab Theory

 Credit: NurPhoto/Getty Images

Sen. Rand Paul (R-Ky.) has been a thorn in the side of Dr. Anthony Fauci, the nation’s

top epidemiologist, as Paul has insisted that Covid-19 was created from a lab in

Wuhan, China, despite not having definitive proof. But Fauci is steadfast in his denial

that the National Institutes of Health knowingly funded gain-of-function research on

viruses that could have created Covid-19, telling George Stephanopoulos on Sunday,
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“It is molecularly impossible for those viruses that were worked on to turn into” Covid-

19. Read more at Yahoo.com.

READ MORE COVID-19 STORIES:

At Science:  WHO Unveils New 26-member Panel to Restart Study of the

Pandemic’s Origins

At Science: A Cancer Survivor had the Longest Documented COVID-19 Infection.

Here’s What Scientists Learned

At TicoTimes: Costa Rica’s Coronavirus Measures for November 2021

At Reuters:  South Korea to Donate 1.1 mln Doses of AstraZeneca COVID-19

Vaccine to Vietnam, 470,000 Doses to Thailand

How Many Climate Disasters Will

Today's Children Face? Scientists

Release Estimate

Children will, on average, suffer seven times more heat waves and nearly three times more droughts,

floods and crop failures due to fast-accelerating climate change, a new report finds. Credit: Yiannis

Kourtoglou/Reuters

Children around the world will face a sharp jump in heat waves, floods and droughts

in their lives compared to their grandparents, with teenagers from Nepal to Australia

urging leaders not to turn a blind eye. Children will, on average, suffer seven times

more heat waves and nearly three times more droughts, floods and crop failures due
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to fast-accelerating climate change, found a new report from aid agency Save the

Children. 

Those in low- and middle-income countries will bear the brunt, with Afghan children

likely to endure up to 18 times as many heat waves as their elders, and children in

Mali likely to live through up to 10 times more crop failures.

"People are suffering, we shouldn't turn a blind eye... Climate change is the biggest

crisis of this era," said Anuska, 15, sharing her experience of more heat waves,

intense rain and crop losses in her country, Nepal. Read more at CBC

Global Farm Subsidies Drive Emissions,

Undermine Food System Change

Credit: theenergymix

Despite research showing that industrial meat production generates staggering

volumes of greenhouse gas emissions, a new report reveals that almost all global

farm subsidies support the most damaging producers and undermine efforts to

transform the food system. Read more at The Energy Mix.

Rampant Poaching Forces Elephants to

Evolve to Not Have Tusks, Study Finds
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  A MATRIARCH IN GORONGOSA NATIONAL PARK IN MOZAMBIQUE. Credit: Vice News

Elephants in Mozambique are evolving away from having tusks due to pressure from

rampant poaching over decades, according to a daunting new study.

Published in the journal Science, the report from researchers across departments at

Princeton University, the non-profit ElephantVoices, Gorongosa National Park in

Mozambique, and the University of Idaho, analyzed survey data that suggests natural

selection has favoured tusklessness in female elephants—a rare genetic trait that has

become more common—amid high rates of poaching and population decline. Read

more at Vice News

Over 100+ Groups Urge Global Investors

to Stop Financing Coastal GasLink and

LNG Canada
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Credit: WECAN (Women's Earth & Climate Action Network, International)

The Coastal GasLink pipeline
violates Wet’suwet’en rights and title, and lacks consent

of Wet’suwet’en
Nation hereditary chiefs. The 37 investors and banks targeted by the

campaign
include Canada’s Big 5 Banks, which last month issued statements

committing to
justice for Indigenous peoples. RBC sponsored Truth and Reconciliation

Week,
which included broadcast programs on the Truth and Reconciliation

Commission’s
calls to action. One of these calls is for corporations to commit to

meaningful
consultation and building respectful relationships with Indigenous

peoples before
proceeding with economic development projects. Against the

backdrop of the
banks’ recent public commitments to reconciliation, the banks’

hypocrisy in
financing Coastal GasLink is especially striking. Read more at

Stand.Earth

GOOD NEWS

30 YEARS POLIO-FREE: HOW THE

AMERICAS’ GLOBAL HEALTH MILESTONE

CAN HELP END POLIO FOR GOOD
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Dr. Roger Zapata greets Luis Fermin Tenorio Cortez, who was the last child in the Americas to suffer from

polio. Credit: Armando Waak-PAHO/WHO

In August 1991, health officials in Peru received notice of a suspected case of polio in

the small Andean region of Pichanaki. Immediately, a team led by Dr. Roger Zapata

set out on the arduous 10-hour journey through mountainous terrain to investigate

the case that would become known as the “first last case of polio” — the very last case

of wild poliovirus in the Western Hemisphere. Read more at UN Foundation.

MORE GOOD NEWS

‘World’s Most Powerful Tidal Turbine’

has Started…

https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDI1NCZkPW8zbzB4NWI=.VjOJHvpzfkYy1dpUHq4vmLJf4y1dqq3K7GP4bnUg848
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDI2MCZkPXkydzVpNmU=.DNeqKIyd3_wTmpNGvFm5NEFU7x25qIbAi0cqred_Vvw
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDI2NiZkPWk5bTRxM2s=.nXpYV6pd9Wjv7-izZolpP5au_w5kbC-Gab1O_QlgK34
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Credit: PATH Global Health/Flickr

The tidal turbine energy sector is in its infancy, but some innovators are making

headway with their recent developments. Orbital Marine Power, a Scotland-based

company, has deployed a tidal turbine in an archipelago north of Scotland’s mainland

and has begun exporting power to the local electricity grid.

Orbital’s energy-generating vessel is a floating platform that is moored by anchors in

a water body with powerful tides or currents. Once the ideal location has been

reached, two ‘legs’ with rotors at the end of them stretch out and start spinning as the

water flows through. Electricity then flows from the turbine through cables on the

seabed and into the local onshore electricity network. Read more at the Weather

Network.

OPINION

It's Time for Leaders to Tackle Another

Deadly Viral Disease

https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDI3MiZkPWExYzNoMnY=.3vhKONJFLaYBN96r1zcRVqpjRYdYqiqztrZn1nX2Gcc
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDI3OCZkPXE0aTNqMWQ=.1zDKnX6GN_w1AwByq8NLiZj8CHr-G5w2Y4XtzodEyWo
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Local husbandry and veterinary bureau workers disinfect a pig farm as a prevention measure for African

swine fever in Jinhua, Zhejiang province, China. Credit: Stringer / Reuters

This year marks 10 years since the world last eradicated a disease in its entirety.

Rinderpest, an infectious disease that killed millions of livestock throughout the world

for centuries, remains only the second disease to be totally wiped out since smallpox

in 1980.

Lessons from the eradication of rinderpest offer us a glimpse of what is possible

when global partners band together for a single cause. In the case of rinderpest,

cooperation resulted in the eradication of a disease that was at least 2,000 years old.

Read more at Devex.

SPOTLIGHT ON POLICY

Climate Change Leaves Migrants

Vulnerable to Slavery, Human

Trafficking

https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDI4NCZkPXowaThkNm8=.qWOJnwwHzZipyfwVdPrcMU6c0dXk_pefyAX0QlrXezM
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDI4NyZkPW40bDZhM3o=.JY5dKLw8wdcL6M7d_yd92I6k8yU6i3bvWcw435aMG-k
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDI5MCZkPWg1dDRtOXE=.MlwPfXbCqVjCMYVXPHAHCh5jQ3iCQXTGqNQ7IJ0KVPY
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDI5MyZkPXg2eDJpOXQ=.SoAyIaP8VWgAZzHhvRPghwfoLViW3RSZkVmLik2vidA
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                                                                    Credit: Gémes Sándor/SzomSzed/Wikimedia Commons

This story includes details about the impacts of climate change that may be difficult for

some readers. If you are feeling overwhelmed by this crisis situation here is a list of

resources on how to cope with fears and feelings about the scope and pace of the climate

crisis.

A new report shows that climate change is creating new opportunities for

perpetrators of slavery and human trafficking, further threatening the 216 million

people forced to migrate from regions affected by climate change in the coming

decades. Read more at the Energy Mix.

SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS WELLNESS

Canada’s Connectivity Gap Leaving

Rural, Remote, and Indigenous

Communities Further Behind: New

Report

https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDI5NiZkPWI2YTN3OXY=.ZH-Q0oE-V1B5nnAM9qegHRkVwtWtVrnbs4TmA1iff24
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDI5OSZkPWYzazVvMWc=.WVf5_ZWDRQFneD_eBlJIX579K6HcbdYpJuGE2BPvnWk
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDMwOCZkPXA3bzlxMG0=.RJxhMREq4CHKYsoPpStcKxrs5hGmnAea06-R33xynFQ


11/9/21, 6:08 AM See latest Planetary Health Weekly Vol. 7, No. 44, November 4, 2021

https://preview.mailerlite.com/j8o5r3/1811940504410002977/h8q7/ 15/61

 "Waiting to Connect. The Expert Panel on High-Throughput Networks for Rural and Remote

Communities in Canada." Credit: CNW Group/Council of Canadian Academies

Many people in rural and remote regions of Canada are still unable to access

essential services online and struggle to thrive in an increasingly connected economy,

according to a new expert panel report from the Council of Canadian Academies

(CCA). Incremental policy approaches have failed to close the connectivity gap, and

the barriers to achieving equitable connectivity will not be overcome with technology

alone.
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Waiting to Connect examines the non-technical issues that led to the connectivity gap,

the barriers that persist, and the practices and principles that can guide the journey

to equitable connectivity. Read more at Nation Talk.

Quote Of The Week

Credit: AP

“With the world already suffering from climate-driven extreme

weather events, a rapid clean-energy transition also has the virtue of

being the safest route ahead. If we fail at this historic task, we risk

not only wasting trillions of dollars but also pushing civilisation

https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDMxMSZkPW0wajFkOGs=.XMj74or0LnF-AJjohPrclfvLulCI8wWr2q4ID203JVc
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDMxNCZkPWc3eTZvN2Q=.rEVrTn8eC7emUNOssiHy3RxER-XMTz5GVmPpdVO6yWY
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further down a dangerous and potentially catastrophic path of

climate change.

We now face what may be our last chance to correct for decades of

missed opportunities. Either we will continue to waste trillions more

on a system that is killing us, or we will move rapidly to the cheaper,

cleaner, more advanced energy solutions of the future.

But the results are clear: bad predictions have underwritten trillions

of dollars of investment in energy infrastructure that is not only more

expensive but also more damaging to human society and all life on

the planet.

We must not allow any further delay. As we approach COP26, it is

essential that world leaders understand that we already have

cleaner, cheaper energy solutions ready to deploy now.

Hitting our 1.5 degrees target is not about making sacrifices; it is

about seizing opportunities. If we get to work now, we can save

trillions of dollars and avert the climate devastation that otherwise

will be visited upon our children and grandchildren.”

Jules Kortenhorst, CEO of Rocky Mountain Institute 

Read more at the SCMP

Upcoming Events

October 31 - November 12, 2021: 2020/2021 UN Climate Change

Conference UNFCCC COP26 - Postponed in 2020 and now in

progress (Glasgow, Scotland).

November 11, 2021: Evidenced Based Research
Being Carried Out

in Low and Middle Income Countries ADAPT will host their second

online conference for Physios in Global Health.

Registration closes Nov 19, 2021: Executive Course on Global

Health Diplomacy, 2022. Dalla Lana School of Public Health,

University of Toronto

March 28th-April 1st, 2022: Healthy People, Healthy Planet, Social

Justice. (Virtual Satellite Sessions: March 21st-25th, 2022)

https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDMxNyZkPXk2djFvNXE=.oJISrOGzSQEO644HmliPHETdcDhu2_6euFDcUJ68Qk8
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDMyMyZkPWkyYzdtNGc=.0mWQVdeZCmAU0FqdgztjySMouu76KiVikaNxtqP6zPw
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDMyNiZkPXo3bDRxNmU=.HynSec1Db9KdiSBC7ovHy2Tsajp0w5uDxQATVCC8RGI
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDMyOSZkPXYwcTdtNWI=._88jvlMop253g_q1etT3GObpjmGAzZQBchUlzsY-l1k
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDMzMiZkPWE3ejhtNGU=.7TsnxX0vTox_aaC6ihl2zozNOYRGa12mP_fO34aws2o
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April 1-3, 2022: CUGH 2022 Global Health Conference-

Hybrid: Healthy People, Healthy Planet, Social Justice (Los Angeles,

California). Virtual Satellite Sessions: March 21-25, 2022; In-person

Satellite Sessions: March 31, 2022

April 23 - 25, 2022: 8th International Conference on Information

and Communication Technologies for Ageing Well and e-Health

October 31 - November 4, 2022: 7th Global Symposium on Health

Systems Research (Bogotá, Colombia)

FYI#1 SPOTLIGHT ON MEDIA

Gamers Without Borders Event

Points to Promise of Gaming for

Charity

Gamers Without Borders is bringing together top esports athletes and teams in head-to-head matches to

support global vaccine distribution. Credit: RODNAE Productions from Pexels

https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDMzNSZkPXA4dzduNHE=.L3vcTg_L94KacO4LgI9jboq6_MznseTPNxdwLiijHfw
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDMzOCZkPWkzdjdkOGU=.PQRq-jc_Y7r2CtrizWFv0SKfjtCCnsntS2mQnEvUlLk
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDM0MSZkPWs5dTJ3Nng=.juP7TR_tsNhZp_HFOC8cICRCI6C2cWJnTkA4jHqvms4
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDM0NCZkPWcydzBlMHY=.lKgCGTfI9eHK-dFD5o09nezwrbsitRPoF6RSrCmWh3c
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDM0NyZkPWowZjdqOWc=.ZNFJr8IdLRZuMd4vRqdQyPfzUOynOVZb6Q2mxzqvFxA
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDM1MCZkPW41YzB6NXM=.9chcW1cHJTzyvqMbkvyQDiaD_nBMluFup2QN7o1yfLI
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By day, Drew Reyes-Schroeder is director of digital operations at Direct Relief, an

emergency medical assistance and disaster relief organization.

But in video game circles, he’s known as romscout and specializes in “speedrunning,”

or completing games as fast as possible, often for a virtual audience from among his

30,000-plus followers on livestreaming platform Twitch.

His two worlds converged this summer as he helped manage Direct Relief’s

partnership with Gamers Without Borders, which bills itself as the world’s largest

charity event for esports and gaming.

Now in its second year, Gamers Without Borders is bringing together top esports

athletes and teams in head-to-head matches to support global vaccine distribution,

with viewers in different parts of the world watching on Twitch and YouTube. They are

competing for a share of the $10 million charity prize fund, and winners can select

whether to support Direct Relief; UNICEF; Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance; or International

Medical Corps.

Read more at Devex

FYI #2

How Online Conspiracy Groups

Compare to Cults (9 minute

video)

https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDM1MyZkPXMxbzVzNHY=.A7eFyAg-2VubIh-2LkORFUyRV0RrnVM4o9qtJFO8E1s
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDM1NiZkPWYyczFoOWc=.QZmIdRPHH7qolaz8dH3-FtofXuMcjqymRVsk5-oK8MY
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDM1OSZkPWkxajZ5Nng=.n4CDoolZ5ky6PJq7nb-hmfWmKyTiy3u7QgiviBoM7sU
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDM2MiZkPW81cjNwOWg=.mQHeGqddpmnAZI2AznzsB-A-U3SVFdxRCGU9bi31BKY
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDM2NSZkPXgydDVtNng=.-pjZ9jCgXzVpWv0xeqFkneLaSKjAWu9yHXCXrBQwii8
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDM2OCZkPWI2YjNlMG8=.x1OVp-qYYHwjA6jnvZFsZC2k0vNv1YBqhMKz1oG2jSw
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDM3NCZkPXEydjJhNGw=.lPo_zkgzYgaT4FfCoqPaVM_VKC-ZLah90vRc0nwFiJI
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDM3NyZkPXQ4dzdvOGQ=.wGZd6ZAPptRXWK-MXKMDOM3mKHupO_GCwULhgnutBGg
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 Credit: Big Blue Pacific/YouTube

Dr. Janja Lalich, a sociologist who was formerly a part of a left-wing cult, talks about

the cult-like nature of many online conspiracy theory groups. Dr. Lalich explains how

people get caught up in groups like this, and what can be done to help those who

have fallen further and further down the rabbit hole.

Read more at Wired

FYI #3

Harry Has a Point (About the

Ongoing Oil Drilling in Kavango

https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDM4NiZkPXkzcjVoNGo=.vq-hUbv0ksoIgABLreF4wCcdw7dzuyjbnWi-ta3LRjM
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East, Namibia by Canadian

company ReconAfrica)

PRINCE HARRY'S comments about the ongoing oil drilling in the Kavango was

received with mixed reactions from the Namibian public.

Harry added his concerns to the operations of Canadian company ReconAfrica, which

is drilling for oil in Kavango East. “Some things in life are best left undisturbed to carry

out their purpose as a natural benefit. This is one of them,” Harry said in an opinion

piece published in the Washington Post.

Read more at Namibian

FYI #4

https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDM4OSZkPWQ3djhmMmk=.Ab2KHT8WqzT2oQMYP015ALrrEedz3o4HYBGKDfD0vGE
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDM5NSZkPXQzcDltNWk=.DAcyqMUhgyMq45UFT7vU_6CDYdE5vKvYdFUJH93Hd2I
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Anti-Fracking Evidence Collides With

Local Culture for Appalachia

Residents

Credit:  Ruhrfisch/Wikimedia Commons

Residents of small-town Appalachia have been forced to weigh their concerns

about methane in their drinking water against a desire to protect a culture of

co-operation, self-reliance, and sovereignty, a U.S. author says.

After spending time with a Hughesville, Pennsylvania, family who had refused

to go public about their neighbourhood’s poisoned water, environmental

sociologist Colin Jerolmack realized their choice to stay quiet “wasn’t about what

was in it for them. It was about defending their community,” he writes in a

summary of his latest book, Up to Heaven and Down to Hell: Fracking, Freedom,

and Community in an American Town, for The New York Times.

Read more at The Energy Mix

https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDM5OCZkPWQ0ZjdjMW0=.WTm-Okg-rCzIR-cLEV90VHcOk_6veHHN-pmW-nU8zfY
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDQxMCZkPWo2ajNnMGU=.rJwRfFpXokAQRsLG5g6wpg8b5xWygkBUrCDopC4t-SI
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FYI #5: EARLY NOVEMBER READING -

NEW BOOK

“Speed & Scale: An Action Plan for

Solving Our Climate Crisis” by John

Doerr (Author) and Ryan

Panchadsaram (Contributor)

Credit: Book Cover

https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDQxMyZkPWE3YTliOW8=.UZCwlN5Tl4KVpM8p2gAf2dvSVCqjOezwaTKeAWNEvqw
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#1 bestselling author and acclaimed venture capitalist John Doerr reveals a

sweeping action plan to conquer humanity’s greatest challenge: climate change.

In 2006, John Doerr was moved by Al Gore’s An Inconvenient Truth and a challenge

from his teenage daughter: “Dad, your generation created this problem. You better fix

it.” Since then, Doerr has searched for solutions to this existential problem—as an

investor, an advocate, and a philanthropist. 

Fifteen years later, despite breakthroughs in batteries, electric vehicles, plant-based

proteins, and solar and wind power, global warming continues to get worse. Its

impact is all around us: droughts, floods, wildfires, the melting of the polar ice caps.

Our world is squarely in a climate crisis and on the brink of a climate disaster.

Read more at Amazon

FYI#6: SPOTLIGHT ON EDUCATION

Is Western Academia Keeping Up

with Asia’s Rise?

https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDQyMiZkPXQ3azh1Nno=.4XUqnQ-Jy6wXFyudw_J3XAh7KbUkHrD9LvDX0n-Cq7I
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   Credit: Source: Getty

In the third decade of the so-called Asian century, European and North American

universities and governments continue to neglect the world’s most populous

continent. As Asia grows ever more powerful, this must change, Western scholars say.

Read More at Times Higher Education

ENDSHOTS

A STILL BEAUTIFUL BUT COOLING AUTUMN

HIGHWAY 632, SOUTH OF ROSSEAU, ONTARIO

NOVEMBER 1, 2021

Amid Latest World and Canadian COVID-19 Stats & Charts

https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDQyNSZkPXQ2eDNkOGg=.yxCXaSaTVkSzCJFEKayKbwWUvKtuzOyNNPNo6aaqdyY
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0xODExOTQwNTA0NDEwMDAyOTc3JmM9aDhxNyZiPTc4MjAzNDQzMSZkPXk1aTVxN2Y=.1ECSCEOoITcp-df4SE5hvScIpbVT6hcwAMgfeB4dFVM
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Source above: https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/
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COVID-19 CASES, DEATHS & VACCINATIONS (November 4, 2021) below:

Source:https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2020/world/mapping-

spread-new-coronavirus/?itid=sf_coronavirus
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Global Vaccination Rates
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Canada is in 16th place globally for doses of vaccines

given per 100,000 population in the last week; Britain

in 17th; U.S. at 54th; Cuba is #1, Cambodia is in 10th

place



11/9/21, 6:08 AM See latest Planetary Health Weekly Vol. 7, No. 44, November 4, 2021

https://preview.mailerlite.com/j8o5r3/1811940504410002977/h8q7/ 39/61



11/9/21, 6:08 AM See latest Planetary Health Weekly Vol. 7, No. 44, November 4, 2021

https://preview.mailerlite.com/j8o5r3/1811940504410002977/h8q7/ 40/61



11/9/21, 6:08 AM See latest Planetary Health Weekly Vol. 7, No. 44, November 4, 2021

https://preview.mailerlite.com/j8o5r3/1811940504410002977/h8q7/ 41/61



11/9/21, 6:08 AM See latest Planetary Health Weekly Vol. 7, No. 44, November 4, 2021

https://preview.mailerlite.com/j8o5r3/1811940504410002977/h8q7/ 42/61

Source of Canadian Data Below (November 3, 2021):

https://newsinteractives.cbc.ca/coronavirustracker/
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Source of World Covid-19 Vaccination Data Below, November 4, 2021):

https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/covid-vaccine-tracker-global-

distribution/
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Camouflauged Cell Phone Tower!

Source of World Data Below (November 4, 2021):

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/world/covid-cases.html
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Source of Canadian and U.S. Comparative Data Below (Nov. 4, 2021):

https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/covid-19-in-the-u-s-how-

do-canada-s-provinces-rank-against-american-states-1.5051033
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