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HI, 

LOCKDOWN. What a controversial word. It has become the subject of huge
discussion, protest and widespread disagreement, even among professionals and
politicians, let alone the ordinary citizen trying to make sense of it all and survive
the pandemic in the best way possible. For the professionals and politicians, it’s
mainly a matter of degree and direction, not of validity. The big issue for them isn’t
the idea of lockdown, but what gets locked down, indoors vs. outdoors being the
latest contest in Ontario. For the protesters, it likely stems from a total under
appreciation, even denial, of what’s really going on in the world (how they can
ignore about 3.5 million deaths in just over a year is beyond me) and what's going
on in the lives of their neighbours and events in their local hospitals (the Canadian
province of Manitoba’s health care system is so overwhelmed with Covid-19 cases
that they are now sending such patients to Ontario hospitals). But, even with the
most hardcore conspiracy lover, it can also come from a calculation (more a belief)
that the cost or burden to the economy from a lockdown isn’t worth it, some kind of
cost-bene�t analysis (though ignoring the calculation of how much a life is worth).
In my opinion, the bene�t part is totally misunderstood and their calculation comes
from a naïve and self-centred perspective that they know more than all those
whose lives are wrapped up in it, even local business owners who understand the
value of lockdowns; and a total disregard of history (but they aren't alone in that).

Lockdown and quarantine are nothing new and have been practised for centuries,
whether it was for the bubonic plague (also called the Black Death whose second
wave lasted from 1347-1750), smallpox, or just about any other serious easily
spread communicable disease. I read a great book recently, The Fever of 1721 (in
Boston, MA) and learned that any ship approaching the Boston harbour with a
smallpox case onboard would be sent to a nearly island, with all crew including the
captain, for six months before being allowed to dock with all their goods. While
they didn’t know the cause of the disease or how it’s spread, they knew enough to
know that it was contagious and had to be isolated to control it. Interestingly
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enough, the book also chronicles the �rst vaccinations in the Americas and the
birth of the free press.

I just wonder, though, would those who oppose lockdown on principle also get out
and protest seatbelts, or speed limits, vaccines, nutritional advice or exercise? I
would also advise those protesting to also look around and see who is at their side.
Are there any doctors or nurses, public health professionals, or almost anyone
schooled in science, or even close friends? Not likely. For doctors, nurses and any
frontline worker, giving and risking so much of their lives to protect and service the
rest of us, are insulted by overt acts of opposition to public health measures. I just
heard that in Nepal where Covid-19 is raging, 40% of cases are among healthcare
professionals, all in a situation being blamed on people getting extremely careless,
not paying attention to public health measures, including lockdown. How else does
a virus spread? It has to go from one who is infected to another who is not. Look at
Taiwan, South Korea, Australia, New Zealand, and China now living a normal
lifestyle for over a year now because they took lockdown seriously. Their economy
grew while ours shrunk. Do you think they’d be protesting lockdown? What do you
think they are thinking of us?

Those opposing lockdown cite restrictions to their fundamental rights and
freedoms being taken away from them. I ask, what rights and freedoms have been
taken? Yes, certainly many lost jobs and business, but su�ering was limited by
government action in many countries, though not all. Most business owners,
though, realized right from the start that they have no sustainability to their
business should the virus continue to spread, kill and maim. Are we not able to
freely associate (though now with limits, but look who's protesting)? Are we not
able to say whatever we want? Lockdown protesters certainly have freedom of
speech, and are perhaps likely to be in cahoots with other wonky conspiracy
theories now being spread widely, causing harm. Or how about freedom of
religion, and the rights to healthcare and education. No one in Canada, the
Americas or Europe (these being the places where lockdown protests happen) has
had any of those taken from them. They can still practice any religion they want,
though they may temporarily not able to go to their local house of worship (so as to
protect them), but they can still believe and practice whatever they want. And the
rights of healthcare and education haven’t gone anywhere either, but have been
kept alive with virtual experiences and the valiant e�orts of doctors and nurses,
etc. and teachers who continue to show up and risk their and their family’s health.

I just wish the lockdown protesters would smarten up and start protesting
something that really matters, like Black Lives, Indigenous Lives and all other forms
of systemic racism, or like LBGTQ+ rights, peace in the Middle East, the control and
elimination of TB, malaria and so many other diseases that continue to kill and
sicken millions, or what about the hundreds of thousands of mothers who die
giving birth, or famine in Madagascar and Yemen, the ongoing Covid-19 tragedies
in India and Brazil, even Sweden, or any of the other gross inequalities and
injustices in our midst, including vaccine nationalism. And we can't forget the
climate crisis and ecosystem destruction. If such energy was better directed it
would actually accomplish something good and worthwhile. Grandstanding, and
categorically opposing lockdown measures and other majority embraced public
health measures, are a waste of everyone’s time. 

It’s reported that Isaac Newton claimed to have done some of his best thinking
when his studies were interrupted by the closure of Cambridge University due to
the plague. William Shakespeare wrote many of his greatest works when the
theatres in London were locked down due to an epidemic. “What we know for sure
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is that Shakespeare knew all about plague, and about lockdowns.” In Romeo and
Juliet his Friar John relates:

Going to �nd a barefoot brother out,

One of our order, to associate me,

Here in this city visiting the sick,

And �nding him, the searchers of the town,

Suspecting that we both were in a house

Where the infectious pestilence did reign,

Sealed up the doors and would not let us forth.
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I hope you’ll enjoy this issue. Best, david

David Zakus, Editor and Publisher
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Germany Raises Ambition to Net Zero
by 2045 After Landmark Court Ruling
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The sudden shift follows a landmark court ruling in favour of youth plainti�s and
re�ects rising public demand for green policies ahead of September’s
election. Finance minister Olaf Scholz and environment minister Svenja Schulze
announced the proposed targets to press in Berlin on May 4: a 65% emissions
reduction by 2030, 85-90% by 2040 and net zero emissions by 2045, all compared
to 1990 levels. Previously, the goals were 55% by 2030 and climate neutrality by
2050.

As adopted Germany will have the second deepest 2030 emissions reduction target
of any major emitter, compared to 1990 levels, after the UK. It would be the biggest
economy to match Sweden’s 2045 net zero ambition. Read more at Climate Change
News

SEE ALSO

At National Observer: UK Calls on Countries to 'Consign Coal to History' at
COP26

SARS-CoV-2 & COVID-19 UPDATES
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Once again, globally, it's continues badly as in previous
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weeks, especially in India, Nepal, Brazil, though over 1.5
billion vaccinations have been given and improvements are
being seen in the countries with greatest coverage. Over
the last week there were about 4.3 million new cases
of Covid-19 (down a wee bit) and 82,500 new related deaths
(same as last week). But the pandemic continues to rage,
with many countries who were spared in the �rst wave a
year ago now experiencing much grief.
(See also ENDSHOTS at the end of this newsletter for
various COVID-19 charts and stats from Canada and around
the world.)

"It is the plague in seemingly all sincerity." Bob Woodward

Ten Million Reasons to Vaccinate the
World

The Economist just published its estimate of the true death toll from Covid-19. It
tells the real story of the pandemic. But it also contains an urgent warning. Unless
vaccine supplies reach poorer countries, the tragic scenes now unfolding in India
risk being repeated elsewhere. Millions more will die.

Using known data on 121 variables, from recorded deaths to demography, they
built a pattern of correlations that let them �ll in gaps where numbers are lacking.
Their model suggests that Covid-19 has already claimed 7.1m-12.7m lives. Our
central estimate is that 10m people have died who would otherwise be living. This
tally of “excess deaths” is over three times the o�cial count, which nevertheless is
the basis for most statistics on the disease, including fatality rates and cross-
country comparisons. Read more at Economist

READ MORE COVID-19 STORIES:
At JAMA Network: Caregiver Perceptions of Children’s Psychological Well-being
During the COVID-19 Pandemic

At JAMA Network: Experiences of a Health System’s Faculty, Sta�, and Trainees’
Career Development, Work Culture, and Childcare Needs During the COVID-19
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Pandemic

At National Observer: Avoid Anti-science ‘Happy Talk,’ Fauci Tells Nobel Summit

At SCMP: The Black Fungus Nightmare Facing India’s Coronavirus Patients

At Reuters: COVID-19 Spreads to Rural India, Villages Ill-equipped to Fight

At Economic Times: Warm Vaccine, Lukewarm Response: Indian Institute of
Science's Homegrown Covid-19 Vaccine Hits Funding Wall

At NY Times: China's Sinopharm Vaccine Approved for Emergency Use By W.H.O.

At SCMP: Coronavirus: China Gives Nothing Away on Whether it Supports Waiving
Vaccine IP Protections,

At Reuters: U.S. Reverses Stance, Backs Giving Poorer Countries Access to COVID
Vaccine

At Caracas Chronicles: The Pandemic’s Brutal Toll on Venezuelan Doctors and
Nurses

At The Lancet: Venezuela is Collapsing Without COVID-19 Vaccines

At Telegraph: Britons Catching Covid after Vaccination Get Milder Form of the
Disease

At Vancouver Sun: B.C.’s ‘World-class’ Biotech Sector Plays Key Role in Developing
COVID-19 Treatments and Vaccines

At The Lancet: Canada is no Global Health Leader on COVID-19 Vaccine (Equity)

Which Countries in Asia Paci�c Are
Doing Most to Protect the Environment

in 2021?
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At nearly 71 per cent, Bhutan has the largest proportion of forest cover in Asia. Credit: Cameron

Woodworth/Flickr.com

A year after a deadly pandemic �rst gripped the world and climate change
triggered a cascade of calamities in the Asia Paci�c region, from raging forest �res
to a series of typhoons, the focus of this year’s Earth Day could not have been more
timely. The theme is dedicated to restoring the world’s ecosystems through natural
processes, emerging technologies and innovative thinking.

“At the heart of Earth Day’s 2021 theme, Restore Our Earth, is optimism, a critically
needed sentiment in a world ravaged by both climate change and the pandemic,”
said Kathleen Rogers, president of the Earth Day Network, the organization that
leads Earth Day worldwide. Read more at Eco-Business.

See Also at Eco-Buisiness: Asia to drive rapid rise in carbon emissions
this year

Southern Madagascar at Risk of Famine
Amid Worst Drought in 40 Years
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Women wait to receive emergency hot meals for their malnourished children in the village of Sihanamaro, Androy

region, southern Madagascar (Credit: WFP/Krystyna Kovalenko)

Southern Madagascar is in crisis with more than a million people facing acute food
insecurity as the region su�ers its worst drought in four decades. The World Food
Programme (WFP) and the Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO) are pleading
for help from the international community, warning that “lives are at stake as
hunger tightens its grip” in the region.

For the �rst time since a methodology to rank food security threats was introduced
in 2016, people have been recorded in the “catastrophe” category – the highest
level of the �ve-step scale describing people who have exhausted their coping
strategies. In the space of a few months, the situation has worsened “in an
exponential manner,” Theodore Mbainaissem, head of WFP’s Ambovombe o�ce, in
southern Madagascar, told Climate Home News. The future looks “even more
catastrophic,” he added. Read more at Eco-Business.

University of Victoria (B.C.) Takes a Big
Step Towards Fossil Fuel Divestment
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investments with its commitments to sustainability and reconciliation. Photo by Colin Smith

In a breakthrough for the fossil fuel divestment movement, the University of
Victoria, British Columbia, announced that it planned to fully divest one of its two
primary investment funds — a $256-million working capital fund managed by its
board of governors — from fossil fuels.

With this decision, UVic joins other Canadian universities that have, so far, divested
for a mixture of �nancial, moral and reputational reasons, namely, Guelph,
Concordia, Lakehead, the University of British Columbia, and Université du Québec
à Montréal. It also joins more than 1,300 organizations, worth a collective $14.5
trillion, that have pulled their funds from fossil fuel companies. In 2020, fossil fuel
companies became the worst-performing sector on the stock market for the second
year in a row.

Divestment is now a sound �nancial decision. But for members of the divestment
movement, it’s not just about saving money. When reputable organizations pull
their investments in fossil fuels, they help marginalize oil, gas and coal companies.
They make it harder for these companies to wield their political power to delay
action on climate change. Read more at National Observer.

IEA URGES ‘MASSIVE’ ENERGY EFFICIENCY
GAINS TO HIT NET-ZERO TARGETS
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Countries will need “massive improvements” in energy e�ciency to achieve their
net-zero targets under the Paris Agreement, International Energy Agency (IEA)
policy analyst Alyssa Fischer argues in a recent commentary.

Energy e�ciency is the “�rst fuel”, Fischer writes, accounting for more than 40% of
the greenhouse gas emission reductions to be achieved by 2040 under the IEA’s
Sustainable Development Scenario, part of its annual World Energy Outlook. That
role is all the more important given the economic assumptions surrounding the
analysis. Read more at the Energy Mix. 

GOOD NEWS

Vietnam’s Extraordinary Rooftop Solar
Success Deals Another Blow to the

Remaining Coal Pipeline
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Vietnam’s solar power industry has sprung another surprise. As of 31 December
2020, the closing date for eligibility to the second solar feed-in-tari� program, a
total of 9.3 gigawatts peak (GWp) (or 7.4GW) of rooftop solar capacity had been
connected to the national power system, the state utility Electricity of Vietnam
(EVN) has con�rmed. There are now over 101,000 rooftop solar systems deployed
over residential, commercial and industrial premises across the country. 

These �gures beat even the wildest expectations. Marking a 25-fold increase in
installed capacity compared to just a year earlier, the massive escalation is the
result of an April 2020 policy decision which awarded rooftop solar projects a feed-
in-tari� of 0.084 US cent per kilowatt hour over a 20-year period. With the aim of
incentivizing distributed generation assets that don’t require additional land
resources or transmission lines, the tari� was markedly higher than those granted
for �oating or ground-mounted solar farms, at 0.077 and 0.071USc per kWh,
respectively. Read more at IEEFA.

MORE GOOD NEWS

Asian Development Bank Plans Exit
from Coal Finance

Credit: Modernisation work at the Talimarjan gas-�red power plant in southern Uzbekistan was �nanced by

the ADB (Photo: Asian Development Bank)

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) will end all �nancing for coal mining and
power plants and ban support for oil and gas production, under a new draft
energy policy.

The Philippines-based bank said there had been “profound changes in the energy
landscape” since it last updated its energy policy in 2009 and that the document “is
no longer adequately aligned with the global consensus on climate change”.

By supporting coal exit across Asia, ADB said it would “support new job creation in
cooperation with local communities and stakeholders”. The draft policy is the latest
in a series of shifts away from coal in Asia’s major economies. Last month, China
committed to peaking its coal consumption by 2025 before gradually reducing its

https://ieefa.org/ieefa-vietnams-extraordinary-rooftop-solar-success-deals-another-blow-to-the-remaining-coal-pipeline/
http://%20https//www.climatechangenews.com/2021/05/07/asian-development-bank-plans-exit-coal-finance/
https://www.adb.org/results/state-art-technology-boosts-energy-efficiency-saves-money-one-uzbekistan-s-largest-plants
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/institutional-document/699206/energy-policy-draft-consultation.pdf?__cf_chl_jschl_tk__=8f1671ebf69245f4af71be49b7c72186794f6c5a-1620371206-0-AYO4sSzUjq0QIaGPe_VG7v506mfpBFTCMIyGY9MrRreJhyLkDDNxYPgfQRz0xOGesEJKVt7lWXLm7AFD1qFDfrOhOldBB20WZFCqZ8T3XbpyLnwa1XYAmzv08AQ4TFpmpZP5Ymq5ttjRb38xXkt3cft5zlX0boBS__g9BtcKP1Lv_CmkGLAwYfsFiXKWlXz3BhSLvuh2e2i0UwIdpm6pgs_gnlaUjihSXJKw2Hjy5jnsk_ncldJy-7qdjONs1xOc0vPOkcgJRnLeMnKbpSdJC1QCitfdMchmAB8wnwhsPcLcRJ-FiqSEWXFquq-_fbBjkzJ42USGwjVmTkW1T0jNKgBQreEP4GaQKXYAYZzPWC8NbCpnvMDcgw5xm3YtLGerkwUIQHbg9t2l3UBKh04e8nO9CC7m75685nR1ap-J0-ck7yb5cBIuIEsyOpfZtLNb-B7sFMCik8SU2FH-UQfdu5wK8WN9RQDr_fSiZgRyhd4oPaMV3zVCfTtNnNOPFL88xA
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2021/04/22/us-pledges-double-international-climate-finance-earth-day-summit/


coal reliance. South Korea pledged to end overseas �nancing for coal-�red power
plants. Japan cancelled the last coal plant in its pre-construction pipeline. Read
more Climate Change News.

OPINION

Big Agriculture Is Best

Credit: Soybeans are harvested from a �eld on Hodgen Farms in Roachdale, Indiana, on Nov. 8,

2019. BRYAN WOOLSTON/REUTERS

In some ways, it is not surprising that many of the best fed, most food-secure
people in the history of the human species are convinced that the food system is
broken. Most have never set foot on a farm or, at least, not on the sort of farm that
provides the vast majority of food that people in wealthy nations like the United
States consume.

In the popular bourgeois imagination, the idealized farm looks something like the
ones that sell produce at local farmers markets. But while small farms like these
account for close to half of all U.S. farms, they produce less than 10% of total
output. The largest farms, by contrast, account for about 50% of output, relying on
simpli�ed production systems and economies of scale to feed a nation of 330
million people, vanishingly few of whom live anywhere near a farm or want to work
in agriculture. It is this central role of large, corporate and industrial-style farms
that critics point to as evidence that the food system needs to be transformed.

But U.S. dependence on large farms is not a conspiracy by big corporations.
Without question, the U.S. food system has many problems. But persistent
misperceptions about it, most especially among a�uent consumers, are a function
of its spectacular success, not its failure. Any e�ort to address social and
environmental problems associated with food production in the United States will
need to �rst accommodate itself to the reality that, in a modern and a�uent
economy, the food system could not be anything other than large-scale, intensive,
technological and industrialized. Read more at Foreign Policy.

https://www.climatechangenews.com/2021/05/07/asian-development-bank-plans-exit-coal-finance/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/04/18/big-agriculture-is-best/?utm_source=PostUp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=32368&utm_term=Flashpoints%20OC&?tpcc=32368
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2017/Full_Report/Volume_1,_Chapter_1_US/st99_1_0071_0071.pdf
https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/04/18/big-agriculture-is-best/?utm_source=PostUp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=32368&utm_term=Flashpoints%20OC&?tpcc=32368


SPOTLIGHT ON POLICY

Oil and Gas More Expensive than
Renewables – UN Secretary General

                                                                                                                                                                               

 Credit: Kaieteurnewsonline

Between fossil fuels and renewables, Secretary General of the United Nations, Mr.
António Guterres, recently said there is no doubt now that the latter is a way more
cost e�ective option, thereby reinforcing the soundness of calls to transition to
cleaner energy sources. 

Given the need to make radical changes to lower global temperature, Guterres is
urging the global banking system to fund more climate resilient projects. The
o�cial made these and other statements at the recent convening of the Petersberg
Climate Dialogue. There, the Secretary General said, “We need the shareholders of
multilateral development banks and development �nancial institutions to work
with the management of these banks on funding a low-carbon, climate-resilient
development that is aligned with the 1.5-degree goal.”

Further to this, Guterres said he welcomes countries that have pledged to end
fossil fuel �nance and subsidies. He stressed nonetheless that the time has come
to put a price on carbon and to shift taxation from income to carbon. The Secretary
General said, “I remain deeply worried about the lack of progress on adaptation.
Already people are dying in big numbers, farms are failing, millions face
displacement. And there is a false dichotomy that says adaptation �nance can only
increase at the expense of mitigation �nance. The fact is that we need both.” Read
more at Kaieteur News Online.

SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS WELLNESS

With a Sexual Assault Rate Four Times
National Average, Labrador Advocates

Seek Help

https://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/2021/05/10/oil-and-gas-more-expensive-than-renewables-un-secretary-general/
https://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/2021/05/10/oil-and-gas-more-expensive-than-renewables-un-secretary-general/
https://nationtalk.ca/story/with-a-sexual-assault-rate-four-times-national-average-labrador-advocates-seek-help-ctv-news


                                                                                                                                                                           

 Credit: Deirdre Connolly opened the Labrador o�ce of the Sexual Assault Crisis and Prevention Centre in

Happy Valley-Goose Bay in March 2020, where she works with survivors. (Photo via the Canadian Press.)

Rigolet is a close-knit Labrador community of about 300 people where everyone
knows each other. It should be a place where people feel safe, but resident Desiree
Wolfrey says she’s constantly warning her three daughters to be on guard. “I’m
always telling them to be wary of where you are and who you’re with, and to be
careful,” Wolfrey said in a recent interview.

Labrador has a staggeringly high rate of sexual assault — more than four times the
national average, according to data supplied to The Canadian Press by the Royal
Newfoundland Constabulary and the RCMP. And the numbers show it’s rising.
Women and girls in the region live with the threat every day, Wolfrey said. She
runs Kirkina House, Rigolet’s small women’s shelter, and the �gures from the police
aren’t surprising to her. “I know most people don’t go to the police, so it’s a lot
higher than that,” she said. Read more at Nation Talk

https://nationtalk.ca/story/with-a-sexual-assault-rate-four-times-national-average-labrador-advocates-seek-help-ctv-news


A man receives a dose of a COVID-19 vaccine at a vaccination centre in Karachi,
Pakistan April 28, 2021. Credit: REUTERS/Akhtar Soomro/

Quote Of The Week

Patents themselves are publicly accessible, noted James Pooley,
intellectual property attorney and former deputy director general of the
United Nations' World Intellectual Property Organization. But trade
secrets developed by P�zer/BioNTech, Moderna and others, "cook books"
of manufacturing processes such as temperature and growing conditions,
have not been made public. That may ultimately be a dual problem for
negotiators. Before they protect the knowledge, U.S. o�cials would have
to ensure access to it.

Those companies would need to be persuaded to come to the bargaining
table to give up such trade secrets.

“What happens when it turns out that the U.S. can’t actually deliver
the information that is critically important to implementing the
inventions?” Pooley asked. “This will be seen as another failure by the
U.S. and other rich countries to keep their promises.”

For More See at Reuters: U.S. wants COVID vaccine patent waiver to bene�t world,
not boost China

Upcoming Events

May 12 - June 8, 2021: CoPEH-Canada Multisite Course and
Webinar Series on Ecosystem Approaches to Health (8 sessions
virtually)

May 25-26, 2021 University of Maryland Baltimore, Center for
Global Engagement Global Health Summit “Decolonizing Global
Health Education”

May 31 - June 18, 2021: The McGill Summer Institute of Infectious
Diseases and Global Health (100% online from McGill University,
Montreal, Canada)

June 7-9, 2021: Executive Course: Global Health Diplomacy (Dalla
Lana School of Public Health, University of Toronto, Canada)

https://www.ozy.com/pg/newsletter/the-daily-dose/430048/
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/us-move-loosen-vaccine-patents-will-draw-drug-companies-bargain-lawyers-2021-05-07/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/us-wants-covid-vaccine-patent-waiver-benefit-world-not-boost-china-biotech-2021-05-08/
http://www.copeh-canada.org/en/key-areas/training-and-capacity-building/course.html
https://umbglobalhealthsummit.vfairs.com/en/
https://e1.envoke.com/m/1282c8aea2779512bd15f0607458abda/m/86c188074f8e6816b875f6ce01eb0a3e/c94b36ba5a03a03c55aecd8e57cae588
http://www.dlsph.utoronto.ca/institutes/centre-for-global-health/global-health-diplomacy-course/


June 29-30, 2021: Telemedicine International Summit on
Innovation & Technology

September 16-18, 2021: North American Refugee Health
Conference (NARHC) (Faculty of Medicine, University of Toronto).
This year's conference will be o�ered completely online.

September 27 - October 1, 2021: 12th European Congress On
Tropical Medicine And International Health: Global Challenges In
Health, Migration And Equity

October 6-8, 2021: Public Health 2021: Annual conference of the
CPHA

November 1-12, 2021: 2020/2021 UN Climate Change Conference
UNFCCC COP26 - Postponed in 2020 and now to be held
November, 2021 (Glasgow, Scotland).

November 11, 2021: Evidenced Based Research Being Carried
Out in Low and Middle Income Countries ADAPT will host their
second online conference by Physios in Global Health.

FYI#1 SPOTLIGHT ON MEDIA

Frist Draft

The next major fake news battle will be fought over COVID-19 vaccine take-up (Credit: Getty

Images)

https://digitalhealthcareworldcongress.com/?gclid=Cj0KCQjwsLWDBhCmARIsAPSL3_1yZc6jvEms161GvAvQCELx2Fr_RnRv-PIwDijETI6lAZe-cWPhCAwaAqafEALw_wcB
https://www.northamericanrefugeehealth.com/?ct=t%282021-02-26-NARHC-CALL-ABSTRACT%29
https://ectmih2021.no/
https://www.cpha.ca/publichealth2021
https://sdg.iisd.org/events/2020-un-climate-change-conference-unfccc-cop-26/
https://adaptcsp.co.uk/events/evidenced-based-research-being-carried-out-in-low-and-middle-income-countries/
https://firstdraftnews.org/about/


Today, we need access to the truth more than ever before. But in this polluted
information environment, it’s never been harder to know what to trust, and never
easier to be misled. Disinformation is targeting and damaging our communities, all
around the world.

At First Draft, our mission is to protect communities from harmful misinformation.
We work to empower society with the knowledge, understanding and tools needed
to outsmart false and misleading information. Everything we do starts with
collaboration. We bring together a global network of journalists to investigate and
verify emerging stories. We work with our partners to conduct innovative research
projects and develop pioneering training programs. And we share cutting-edge
digital tools to help both content creators and the public make better-informed
judgments about the information they encounter online.

Read More at Frist Draft

FYI #2

The Palm Oil Problem

                                                                                                                A worker at a Malaysian plantation

displays some palm fruit—source of the world's most popular edible oil. Credit: PASCAL MAITRE

As we approach the �rst International Day of Forests of the 2020s, commodity-
production is continuing to drive tropical deforestation. Over the past decade,

https://firstdraftnews.org/about/
https://forest500.org/analysis/insights/commodity-series-palm-oil-problem


palm oil has come under more intense and high-pro�le scrutiny than any other
forest-risk commodity. Global Canopy’s annual Forest 500 rankings, which assess
the policies of the most in�uential companies in forest risk supply chains, have
consistently found more company deforestation commitments for palm oil than for
beef, leather, soy, timber, and pulp and paper. However, the problem with palm oil
is that despite these commitments, palm oil supply chains are incredibly opaque.
With a lack of transparency on exposure to the commodity, companies struggle to
commit to tracing their palm oil through the supply chain – meaning many
companies cannot guarantee that their palm oil supply is deforestation-free. 

Palm oil is perhaps the most well-known forest-risk commodity. Found in
everything from shampoo to chocolate, consumers are increasingly aware of the
presence of deforestation in their shopping baskets.

Listen at Forest500

FYI #3

The Moms Who Are Battling Climate
Change

https://forest500.org/rankings
https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/aaf0e4/meta
https://forest500.org/analysis/insights/commodity-series-palm-oil-problem
https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/the-moms-who-are-battling-climate-change?utm_source=nl&utm_brand=tny&utm_mailing=TNY_Daily_041221&utm_campaign=aud-dev&utm_medium=email&bxid=5be9d92624c17c6adf400057&cndid=50304278&hasha=07de62a219f5914fc14e064589a09ea8&hashb=9979984fe8903f0e0e8debcd0782b594b0be10e7&hashc=4c40ec543e9bc6c6adb8487836677326c0568da898776b551b29aad960671c6a&esrc=bounceX&mbid=CRMNYR012019&utm_term=TNY_Daily


“You really can’t escape climate change when you’re a professor of atmospheric science,” Emily

Fischer, a participant in the Science Moms project, says. Credit: Dr. Emily Fischer

Three years ago, I had a baby. I won’t go into the details, but su�ce it to say that
she is extremely cute, and I enjoy being her mother. A few months after her birth, I
was scrolling on my phone, and I came across news of a report from the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. It described a future world that will
have experienced 1.5 degrees Celsius of global warming. In this world, the oceans
are acidifying, and most coral reefs have been bleached to death; hundreds of
millions of people face severe drought, and even more face deadly heat waves. The
kicker? This planet—the 1.5-degree-warmer one—was the best-case scenario.
Scientists were using the report to argue that we should try to shoot for that. The
Paris climate accord aims to limit the global-temperature increase to “below 2
degrees Celsius.” At present, both goals seem like a stretch. According to the U.N.,
all of the world’s current pledges would only cut carbon emissions by one per cent
—a far cry from the nearly �fty per cent needed this decade in order to meet our
goals. So, 1.5 degrees is coming. According to some researchers, we could get there
around 2030, when my daughter will be entering middle school.

See Also at ClimateChangeNews: Tar Sands Executive Named as Canadian
'Climate Champion' Ahead of COP26

Read More About the Moms at New Yorker

FYI #4

Earth Day 2021

Credit: Allergy Choices

https://www.wri.org/blog/2018/10/half-degree-and-world-apart-difference-climate-impacts-between-15-c-and-2-c-warming
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2021/02/26/un-climate-emissions/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/analysis-when-might-the-world-exceed-1-5c-and-2c-of-global-warming
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2021/05/10/tar-sands-executive-named-canadian-climate-champion-ahead-cop26/
https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/the-moms-who-are-battling-climate-change?utm_source=nl&utm_brand=tny&utm_mailing=TNY_Daily_041221&utm_campaign=aud-dev&utm_medium=email&bxid=5be9d92624c17c6adf400057&cndid=50304278&hasha=07de62a219f5914fc14e064589a09ea8&hashb=9979984fe8903f0e0e8debcd0782b594b0be10e7&hashc=4c40ec543e9bc6c6adb8487836677326c0568da898776b551b29aad960671c6a&esrc=bounceX&mbid=CRMNYR012019&utm_term=TNY_Daily
https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-2021/


Check out this website to see what you missed on April 22's Earth Day, and to
learn about many activities that have been taking place to make our world a
better place.

Read and See More at Earth Day

FYI #5: MAY READING - NEW BOOK

"Empire of Pain" by Patrick Radden
Keefe – The Dynasty Behind An

Opioid Crisis

An anti-opioid protest at the Guggenheim Museum, New York, which has received donations from members

of the Sackler family. Credit: Yana Paskova/The Guardian

What a strange, uniquely illusive �gure the doctor is. The art of medicine is so
manifestly a higher purpose – the safeguarding of human life itself – that its
practitioners enjoy a kind of immaculate moral authority. Yet these doctors are also
the frontline vendors in an industrial complex, which includes hospitals,
equipment-makers, insurance companies and drug �rms, their eyes all fastened on
their pro�t margins. The industry relies on the doctor’s unimpeachable image, on
the patient’s worried willingness to accept anything that is prescribed. In the U.S.,

https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-2021/
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2021/may/13/empire-of-pain-review-by-patrick-radden-keefe-the-dynasty-behind-an-opioid-crisis


in particular, the gap between saviour and salesman is a chance to make money
o� the most captive of markets: the sick hoping to get well again. 

This examination of the Sackler family, purveyors of OxyContin, lays bear its
responsibility for the U.S.’s opioid epidemic

Read More in this review at The Guardian

FYI#6: SPOTLIGHT ON EDUCATION

Five Tips For Finding a Job in a
Pandemic

                                                                                     Credit: Fizkes

Toronto's Ryerson University students often combine their studies with many types
of work experience that equip them to con�dently take on the ever-changing
professional world after they graduate. The job market looks especially di�erent
after the last year and �nding work opportunities can seem more competitive and
challenging than before.

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2021/may/13/empire-of-pain-review-by-patrick-radden-keefe-the-dynasty-behind-an-opioid-crisis
http://%20https//www.ryerson.ca/news-events/news/2021/05/five-tips-for-finding-a-job-in-a-pandemic/


Career education specialists Laura MacKinnon and Dr. Ketan Marballi from
Ryerson’s Career and Co-op Centre provide some practical and actionable advice to
students looking for a job during the COVID-19 pandemic. Here are their top �ve
tips.

Be �exible with your short-term employment goals

Stay up-to-date on who’s hiring

Create strong, tailored job applications

Practice virtual interviewing

Seek opportunities to build new skills, gain experience and grow your
network

Bonus tip: Ask for help, practice self-compassion and patience

See Also at the NewYorker: Did a University of Toronto Donor Block
the Hiring of a Scholar for Her Writing on Palestine?

Read More at Ryerson

ENDSHOTS

SPRING BEAUTY
WHITEFISH LAKE, ONTARIO

May 17, 2021

Amid Latest World and Canadian COVID-19 Stats & Charts

https://www.ryerson.ca/career-coop/
https://www.newyorker.com/news/our-columnists/did-a-university-of-toronto-donor-block-the-hiring-of-a-scholar-for-her-writing-on-palestine?utm_source=nl&utm_brand=tny&utm_mailing=TNY_Daily_050821&utm_campaign=aud-dev&utm_medium=email&bxid=5be9d92624c17c6adf400057&cndid=50304278&hasha=07de62a219f5914fc14e064589a09ea8&hashb=9979984fe8903f0e0e8debcd0782b594b0be10e7&hashc=4c40ec543e9bc6c6adb8487836677326c0568da898776b551b29aad960671c6a&esrc=bounceX&mbid=CRMNYR012019&utm_term=TNY_Daily
http://%20https//www.ryerson.ca/news-events/news/2021/05/five-tips-for-finding-a-job-in-a-pandemic/




Source: https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/

https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/


COVID-19 CASES & DEATHS (May 20, 2021), as follows...
Source:https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2020/world/mapping-

spread-new-coronavirus/?itid=sf_coronavirus

https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2020/world/mapping-spread-new-coronavirus/?itid=sf_coronavirus






















Canada is again in 19th place globally for vaccines given/capita (19th last week)





Note: there is likely large under-reporting in India of both
cases and deaths.



Source of Canadian Data Below (May 19, 2021):
https://newsinteractives.cbc.ca/coronavirustracker/

https://newsinteractives.cbc.ca/coronavirustracker/












Source of Vaccination Data Below (May 20, 2021):
https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/covid-vaccine-tracker-global-

distribution/

https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/covid-vaccine-tracker-global-distribution/




Source of U.S. and Canadian Data Below (May 20, 2021):
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/covid-19-curves-

compare-canada-and-other-key-nations-1.4881500#link-top

https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/covid-19-in-the-u-s-how-do-canada-s-provinces-rank-against-american-states-1.5051033












Source of Canadian Data Below (May 20, 2021):
https://www.macleans.ca/society/health/covid-19-in-canada-how-

our-battle-against-the-second-wave-is-going/

https://www.macleans.ca/society/health/covid-19-in-canada-how-our-battle-against-the-second-wave-is-going/
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